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CHILDCARE REGULATIONS REVIEW — RECOMMENDATIONS 

562. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Community Services: 
I refer to the review of childcare regulations, which was released in May 2008, and ask, one year later — 

(1) What progress has been made in implementing the 28 major recommendations? 

(2) Has the minister approved an implementation plan on the recommendations; and, if yes, will she table 
it? 

(3) Given the high level of participation in the conduct of the review by parents, the childcare sector, 
children, unions, local governments and peak bodies across Western Australia, what consultation has 
occurred on the implementation of the recommendations? 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I thank the member for her question.  

(1) As I recently advised the Leader of the Opposition in a letter of 5 May, progress is ongoing. Soon after 
taking over the community services portfolio, I was briefed by the Department for Communities on the 
regulations review and on the progress of the recommendations following extensive consultation with 
the industry, as the member has said. The department has made significant progress towards 
implementing the changes, which includes developing significant supports for all service types, 
including rural and remote services, and has also given consideration to the way in which Council of 
Australian Governments initiatives for early childhood will affect each recommendation.  

Last week I went to a COAG meeting on early childhood education. 

(2) The original implementation plan was provided by the former minister in July 2008. As I said, I receive 
regular updates on its progress. 

Hon Sue Ellery: And I’m asking you for those updates. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: This is how I am answering the member.  

Hon Sue Ellery interjected. 

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: If the member wants to keep behaving like a schoolyard bully, she can keep 
doing that but I am trying to answer the question. If she wants to listen to me answering the question — 

Hon Sue Ellery: Well, answer it and I’ll listen.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: I am answering the question. If the member does not like it, bad luck.  

(3) Communication is ongoing, with a recent example being the metropolitan forum and rural childcare 
services videoconference held to provide feedback on the progress of the recommendations from the 
regulations review and other related matters.  

 


